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What is it like to attend this school?

Creativity and community are at the heart of Old Park Primary. It is a happy, friendly
school, where everyone is welcome and valued as an individual. Year 6 pupils ‘make
their mark’ by creating a piece of artwork that will be permanently displayed after
they have moved to secondary school.

Pupils enjoy being in school. They value being able to learn a musical instrument
and belonging to one of the many school orchestras. They make the most of the
varied sporting activities on offer.

Leaders have high ambitions for all pupils. This is matched by pupils” attitudes in
their lessons. They delight in much of their learning and like getting involved in
group discussion work. They are determined to be successful and take pride in their
written work.

Pupils behave well in lessons and around school. They care for each other. Leaders
provide a supportive response if pupils make the wrong behaviour choices. Pupils
respect the school environment, staff and each other. They learn about behaviour
and learning expectations from the moment they join nursery.

Pupils know about bullying through the school’s ‘Stop Stop’ approach. Pupils trust
staff to deal with bullying quickly if it happens.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

In designing their curriculum, leaders have carefully thought about the learning
journey they want pupils to experience from the early years to the end of Year 6. In
most subjects this has been clearly sequenced, so that teachers know the order of
the small steps of learning pupils heed to make within each year. Teachers know
which lesson activities will help pupils to know and remember more of their learning.
They check pupils’ learning regularly and provide structured opportunities to
remember previous learning. This helps pupils to be successful learners in those
subjects over time.

However, a few subjects have not been organised as effectively as the others.
Because of this, teachers map out the learning in different sequences, based on the
overall theme they want to cover. Sometimes, this means that pupils are not
learning as well as they need to, and in a way that builds their subject knowledge
over time. Pupils’ work in a small number of subjects can sometimes lack depth.

Pupils enjoy their lessons. They work cooperatively in groups to help each other
learn. They are keen to take part in learning activities and enjoy a healthy sense of
competition with each other in mathematics lessons. They produce impressive
written work in literacy. Orchestra lessons are a joyful experience, where pupils
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develop personal resilience and collaborative skills, as well as practise playing their
instruments.

Pupils achieve strong outcomes in the end of key stage tests. Over the last year,
leaders prioritised closing any gaps in literacy and numeracy pupils may have
developed during the COVID-19 pandemic. They ensured that Year 6 pupils left able
to be successful as they moved on to their next school. They are now working to
strengthen some of the other subjects in the curriculum.

Teaching pupils to read is a priority. Pupils read every day and a love of books and
stories is established from their first day at Old Park. Leaders provide staff with the
high-quality training and support they need to ensure that phonics teaching is
effective. Teachers intervene as soon as small gaps in pupils’ learning appear to
make sure they do not fall behind. Younger pupils use their knowledge of phonics
with confidence when reading. Older pupils enjoy the choice of reading books
available to them in the bookcases located around the corridors and classrooms.

Leaders make sure that any pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities
(SEND) have their needs quickly identified. They turn these needs into clear plans
that staff use well to ensure that pupils with SEND have the support they need and
can work alongside their classmates.

Leaders have an unwavering determination that every pupil will feel valued and be a
positive member of the community. Through the strong pastoral and inclusion
systems in place, this ambition is made real. All staff are committed to helping every
pupil be successful in lessons. The Safari base provides intensive support for a small
number of pupils with social, emotional and mental health needs. Pupils talk with
consideration about the differing needs of their peers. This reflects the way pupils
learn about people other than themselves and the importance of tolerance and
understanding.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Every member of staff understands their role in ensuring all pupils are kept safe.
They know the specific local risks pupils may face. Leaders act swiftly when a
concern is raised to secure the support pupils and their families may need. They
have highly productive relationships with external agencies. Leaders ensure all
recruitment checks are carried out appropriately.

Pupils learn how to keep themselves safe, in real life and online, through their
‘friendships and relationships’ and computing lessons. They know who to talk to if
they are worried about anything.
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What does the school need to do to improve?

(Information for the school and appropriate authority)

B In a few subjects, leaders have not set out the smaller components of knowledge
that pupils need and the order in which they need to learn them within each year
group. This means that learning is not designed well enough to build knowledge
in a logical sequence. This hinders pupils developing the specific knowledge and
skills they need to become confident learners in that subject. Leaders should
ensure that all teachers are clear about the best order for learning to take place
in each subject.

B Leaders do not have a precise enough understanding of the strengths and areas
for development in each subject. They do not consistently focus on the way pupils
build cumulative learning across the year. This means that pupils’ learning is less
secure in a few subjects. Leaders should ensure that their monitoring activities
enable them to identify and address any emerging curriculum weaknesses
promptly.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child's school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, 'disadvantaged pupils' refers to those pupils who attract government

pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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School details

Unique reference number 133270

Local authority Telford & Wrekin
Inspection number 10242197

Type of school Primary

School category Community
Age range of pupils 2to 11

Gender of pupils Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll 660

Appropriate authority The governing body

Chair of governing body Martin Harris

Headteacher Mandie Haywood

Website www.oldparkprimary.co.uk

Date of previous inspection 12 September 2017, under section 8 of

the Education Act 2005

Information about this school

B The school operates a nursery, including provision for two-year-olds.

B The school has a breakfast and after-school club operating on the site. This
provision is managed by the school.

B The school does not use alternative provision.

B The headteacher is retiring at the end of the 2022-2023 academic year. A new
headteacher has been appointed by governors.

Information about this inspection

The inspectors carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the Education
Act 2005.

B This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with leaders
and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school.

B The inspectors met with the headteacher, other school leaders, governors, the
school improvement partner and a local authority representative. They spoke with
staff, parents and pupils.
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W Inspectors carried out deep dives in early reading, mathematics, English, music,
geography, and art and design. For each deep dive, the inspectors discussed the
curriculum with subject leaders, visited a sample of lessons, spoke to teachers,
spoke to some pupils about their learning and looked at samples of pupils” work.

W Inspectors also visited lessons and looked at pupils’ work in other subjects.

Inspection team

Nicola Beech, lead inspector His Majesty's Inspector

Peter Bassett Ofsted Inspector

Vicki Shuter Ofsted Inspector

Emma Gater His Majesty's Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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